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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the attitudes of Omani journalists toward the
2024 New Media Law Draft and their satisfaction with the articles related to
freedom of expression, citizen journalism, and combating electronic theft. It also
sought to examine the relationship between these attitudes and their
satisfaction levels, as well as to explore the challenges journalists face in
applying the provisions of the law. The study employed a descriptive-analytical
approach, targeting journalists working in Omani media institutions. A random
sample of 170 journalists was selected. Data were collected using a structured
questionnaire covering various dimensions related to the study's objectives, and
the data were analyzed using appropriate statistical methods.

The findings revealed a significant positive correlation between Omani
journalists' attitudes toward the New Media Law Draft and their satisfaction
with articles on freedom of expression, with a correlation coefficient of (0.621).
Additionally, the results indicated a high level of approval for articles related to
citizen journalism and blogging, with a mean score of (4.41). On the other hand,
concerns were noted regarding excessive censorship and blocking of websites,
reflected in a high mean score of (4.79). These findings underscore the
importance of enhancing journalists' involvement in discussions about the law
to ensure it aligns with their aspirations and safeguards media freedoms.

Keywords: Attitudes, Omani journalists, New Omani Media Law 2024, media
institutions, expectancy-value.
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